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Introduction to Constructed Action (CA) 1 

 

 

 

Examples and explanation of 

•CA vs. lexeme 

•pure CA vs. parallelised CA 

•connection to L2 learners‘ problems 
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Introduction to Constructed Action (CA) 1a 

CA vs. Lexeme  

 GSL: ANFÄNGER (english: beginner) 
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Introduction to Constructed Action (CA) 1b 

pure CA vs. parallelised CA 
 

       boss       apprentice 
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Introduction to Constructed Action (CA) 1c 

More types of parallelised CA 
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Introduction to Constructed Action (CA) 2 

 

Previous term: Role Shift 

-> new: Constructed Action (Tannen > Metzger) 

 

Research on CA 

• Mental Space Theory (Liddell) 

• Highly Iconic Structure (Cuxac) 

• Body Partitioning (Dudis) 

• Obligatory? Necessary! (Quinto-Pozos) 

• Types of CA & subcategories (Fischer & Kollien) 
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CA typology 

(Fischer & Kollien) 
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eLCA      

eLearning & CA 

 

a project  

for the development  

of electronic devices  

for the teaching-learning  

of CA 

 

directed by Renate Fischer,  

collab. Anke Müller and Simon Kollien 
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eLCA      

Goals 

 

•Enhancing understanding of CA in fluent discourse 

•Advancing the meta-linguistic skills regarding CA 

(language awareness) 

•Giving feedback to the students´understanding of CA 
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eLCA      

consists of 2 practise units 

 

 

 

• Unit 1:  chronological depiction 

 

• Unit 2: referential structure and embodiment 
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Unit 

1 
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eLCA Unit 1      

chronological depiction 

 

 

•identify instances and duration of CA on the 

measuring line 

•categorise and label the CA items 

•compare with model solution 

•feedback about leaners‘ errors 
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Unit 

2 
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eLCA Unit 2     

referential structure and embodiment 

 

 

•relate referents to body parts 

•analyse and segment parallelised CA 

•compare with model solution 

•feedback about leaners‘ errors 
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eLCA  

in the signing class 

 

 

 

Both units offer multiple didactic opportunities 
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 blended learning for each learner 

 individual work, team work, classroom work 

 differentiation of complexity levels according to 

students 

 

 precise retrieval of CA sequences in the film 

 observing authentic signed discourse 

 

 Error analysis  

     (didactics and research: our study is in progress) 
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eLCA  

potential for contrastive analyses 

 

 

• comparison with authentic German narration 

• comparison with voiced German version of signed 

narration 

• comparison with signed variants 

• reflection of typological characteristics        

(crosslinguistics) 
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eLCA    

contrastive analyses 

 

 

voiced version 
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contact: 

 

 

Renate.Fischer@uni-hamburg.de 

 

 

Simon.Kollien@uni-hamburg.de 

 

 


